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Der Ursprung des Zunftwesens und die dlteren Handwerkerver- 
bande des Mittelalters. Von Rudolf Eberstadt. Leipzig, Duncker 
und Humblot, 1900. — 201 pp. 

This book is a risumt of the author's Magisterium und Fraternitas, 
which appeared in 1897, together with some additions and a reply to 
the critics. It is divided into five sections. The first opens with an 
account of the fraternities which arose in certain towns primarily for 
religious purposes, then gradually assumed secular functions and 
finally obtained Zunftrecht. Dr. Eberstadt argues that this was the 
case with the Ziechenweber of Cologne, whose charter of 1149 nas 
figured so prominently in discussions of gild history. Certainly that 
would seem to be implied by the "pia spe perhennis vite" of the 
charter ; and if so, it was but an early example of a process which in 
some countries — e.g., in England — was afterwards very common. 
We next pass to the Amter or Officio., in which Dr. Eberstadt finds the 
other germ of the later Zunft. Among the towns selected for spe- 
cial treatment, Strassburg naturally occupies an important position. 
Most of the crafts which appear in the Stadtrecht of c. n 29 were, 
beyond all controversy, " herrschaftliche Amter " ; and, as Dr. Eber- 
stadt easily makes plain, there is no reason to suppose that the rest 
were anything else. The second section deals with the Magisterium : 
it is on this that our author prides himself most — naturally enough, 
if, as he believes, we have here an institution (liechtsinstitut) which 
represents a distinct stage in the evolution of the Zunft and yet has 
hitherto escaped observation. The officium or Amt was, he believes, 
a purely mechanical grouping of craftsmen for the purpose of pro- 
viding for the needs of the seigneurial household ; the magisterium 
was an officium which had secured a separate tribunal of its own, 
presided over by a magister (not at first, nor in all cases later, elected 
by the craft), and which had begun to exercise certain powers of self- 
goverment. Dr. Eberstadt succeeds in making the situation pretty 
clear in such a city, for instance, as Paris ; and there is reason to 
believe that much the same circumstances arose in other centres of 
population. If the reviewer might venture, without having read Dr. 
Eberstadt's earlier work, to express a certain doubt, it would be 
whether magisterium is just the best word to select to denominate 
this stage in industrial evolution. Dr. Eberstadt would do well to 
bring together a catena of instances of magisterium in the sense he 
assigns to it. The third section considers the Zunftzwang and urges 
that it was not of the essence of the Zunft, while the fourth sums 
up the author's conclusions. 
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I must confess that Dr. Eberstadt does not succeed in conveying 
to me his opinion, if he has one, as to the relation of the Fratcmitas 
to the Magisterium. Does he suppose that in some early cases 
they were both to be found attached to the same body of craftsmen, 
and that they coalesced to form the later Zunft — the one giving 
the spirit, the other the form ? Or have we here to do with local 
differences ? 

Finally, in the fifth section, Dr. Eberstadt deals with his critics. 
The subject is such a tangled one, that I have not the least intention 
of joining in the fray; but it is evident that some of our author's 
younger assailants have been inadequately armed for the conflict. 
And it is time also to protest against the habit, which some critics 
have fallen into, of tacking on to their own condemnation or praise a 
set of elaborate references to the similar judgments of others. Most 
reviewing, even in Germany, is done hastily, and the names of the 
young men who thus flesh their virgin swords carry not a ha'porth 
of weight. Dr. Eberstadt may have been somewhat hasty in his 
formulations ; some of his distinctions, such as that between " Hand- 
werkerverbande iibertragenen Rechts " and " Handwerkerschaften eigenen 
JRechts" — quite untranslatable in English — may be a little too 
sharp; but he is evidently master of a wide range of learning; his 
exegesis of particular documents is usually probable enough ; and 
his book deserves to be treated with respect. We must look for- 
ward with interest to the further exposition and exemplification of 
his views ; and when he gives them to us, I would suggest that he 
should omit any further reference to the critics and also furnish us 
with the exact words of the texts upon which he relies. 

Harvard University. W. J. Ashley. 

Famines in India. By Romesh C. Dutt. London, Kegan 
Paul, Trench, Triibner & Co., 1900. — xx and 323 pp. 

Most books on famines in India spring from a tangle of ideas — 
some wrong, some right. The three usual errors are a misconception 
of the nature of the assessment levied for revenue, a mistaken notion 
of the weight of taxation and a false opinion in regard to the asso- 
ciation of taxation with famine. The first two errors are avoided in 
this book. The assessment paid directly to the state is called, not 
a rent, but a tax ; for the British Raj has never claimed to own the 
land and draw rent from it but, like the Hindu Raj, to levy taxes for 
revenue. It is recognized that also, while Central India is overtaxed, 



